Why do even the smallest files take up so much disk space?

Now that new, large hard disks (1 GB and larger) are so affordable, more users are being faced with this problem. This occurs when you have your entire hard disk in one partition (rather than having it split up into several small partitions). What's worse is that all the tiny shortcuts used by Windows and other Microsoft products can create megabytes of wasted disk space. For details, see the definition of Slack Space in the Glossary. If you decide to repartition your drive, I recommend Partition Magic (a commercial product), which allows you to safely do so without having to reformat (although backing up is always a good idea).

	Slack Space
	The amount of disk space that is wasted by having a large cluster size. For example, if a 300-byte file is stored on a disk with a cluster size of 1,024 bytes, there will be 724 bytes of slack space that can't be used for any other files. You can see how much space is allocated to a file by typing "DIR /v" at the command prompt.


