Professor says visitor resembling Kaczynski vowed to 'get even'

A mathematics professor said he is almost certain it was Unabom suspect Theodore Kaczynski who visited him in 1977, smarting over the fact that his manuscript on the dangers of technology had been rejected. 

Northwestern University Professor Donald Saari said at a Wednesday news conference that a letter he wrote to the FBI soon after Kaczynski's arrest stating that he did not believe his visitor was Kaczynski was based on a driver’s license photo. Saari said he changed his opinion after he saw other pictures of Kaczynski in a newspaper.

Saari said he wrote a second letter to the FBI April 6 telling investigators of his change of mind. An FBI spokesman, however, told CNN that both letters from the professor said the visitor did not appear to be Kaczynski.

"If they're reporting that I wrote a letter on April 6th that it wasn't him, then they have not read the letter, because the letter says exactly the opposite," Saari insisted. 

Saari told reporters he was "99.99 percent sure" that the man he encountered four or five times in 1977 and 1978 was the man viewed as the suspect behind the chain of serial bombings that has killed three people and injured 23 others over 18 years. 

Kaczynski has not been charged in any of the Unabomber attacks and is being held on a single explosives possession charge. 

"I saw through the beard that, indeed, he had the characteristics which I had expected," Saari said. "He had the mannerisms which I had remembered." 

He said he was approached at Northwestern in 1977 by a man trying to get his manuscript on the dangers of technology published. 

Saari said he found the paper "somewhat amateurish" and sent the visitor to engineering professors at both Northwestern and the Chicago campus of the University of Illinois. 

But when the professors rejected the manuscript, the visitor became angry at the way they had treated him, Saari said. 

"He never raised his voice, but there was rage and he was trembling. He said, 'I will get even,'" Saari recalled. 

Shortly after what he termed the visitor's "minor temper tantrum," Saari said, he spotted the man at the rear of a lecture hall at Northwestern where the topic was "Gunpowder -- For Good or Ill." Saari organized the lecture series. 

The first Unabomber attack came five weeks later when a package exploded in the parking lot at the engineering department at the University of Illinois' Chicago campus. 

Saari was rebuffed by the FBI 16 years later when he responded to its plea for public assistance in the Unabom case and tried to relate his story of the encounter even though he could not remember the visitor's name. 

Kaczynski, 53, a former University of California-Berkeley math professor, was arrested April 3 in a mountain shack near Lincoln, Montana. Authorities say evidence of bomb-making was found in the shack. 

