ADOPTION FORUM

Should we back out? 

My wife and I have started overnight visits with a child who has been in grandma's custody for 7 years. At the custody hearing yesterday, mom raised that she wants the child back. We are devistated the court awarded biweekend visits unsupervised. Now our attorney wants to meet to discuss the expected cost of the court battle. Does anyone think we have a chance to win the court battle and get the child placed permanently with us? I need any advice. We are in Ohio if that matters.
Thank you in advance
Georgie

I'm not in Ohio......but if Ohio is much like so many other states......you'd be fighting a losing battle. I'm sorry that you have had to deal with this at all. Unfortunately, this society continues to believe that birth=entitlement---practically at all costs. You might have the funds to 'fight this'......but in the end, I seriously doubt that a court---who has already awarded visits at this point, would allow this child to be adopted. 

My suggestion would be to find another child who is not 'wrapped up' into a legal battle. If you are wanting an older child to adopt, there are many of them who would be thrilled to be in a family (but I'm sure you already know this 
Also, if grandma has had te child for 7 years and the family has a chance to work things out, it might be better for the child. Mom could drag this out for a long time.
a bit more info 

Mom abandoned the kids 7 years ago due to drug abuse and dad is in prison. Grandma has searched the past 2 years due to a terminal cancer condition. We just found out about the situation 2 months ago. Mom contends she has turned things around, I don’t know if that is true, but she hasn’t wanted the child until now. I guess i should face the facts. Even though we have more to offer and are more of a stable environment the fact that she gave birth gives her more rights under the law than we could ever hope for. 

George

Well, you might tell the agency that you would like to be reconsidered if things don't work out with mom, but since it looks like they might go home, you'd like to pursue other children. Then, if mom decides two months down the road this isn't a good idea, you still have an option. If not, you didn't get passed over for a match that might be better for you.

What do you all feel about the idea of fighting mom's attempt in court? Would this be a winnable situation or a losing one. I lean toward the idea that we have no chance to win, but my wife feels we could. Any ideas

The situation doesn't sound winnable to me, although admittedly I'm no expert. You really need to consult with an attorney. My gut feeling is that children are better off with their bio-relatives except in cases of abuse and neglect. It spares them identity and self-esteem problems later in life. Your wife may fear that if she declines to fight for these particular children, another situation will not present itself anytime soon. But I can assure you there are many children out there in need of loving homes, children who are unattached and who you would not need to "fight" anybody for.
A lengthy court battle could end up draining your financial and emotional resources, whether you win or lose. I would think very carefully before entering into such a decision.
Best wishes to you, ~ Sharon

